
Lessons 3-4 

Responsibilities of Parents:  Mom and Dad 
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and 
mother,” which is the first commandment with promise:  “that it may be well with you 
and you may live long on the earth. “ Ephesians 6:1-3 

Implied in this passage is parents are to be center of the home.  While this concept 
may seem contradictory to the idea about the importance of our children, when the 
focus of our families moves from the parents to the children, several problems 
develop. The more “child centered” the family becomes, the more demandingly self-
centered children have become.  The more demanding children have become, the 
more difficult and demanding the task of raising them will become. 

 



Discussion Points 

1. Children need attention, but children do not require a lot of attention 
a. Too much attention is as damaging as too much food. 
b. Many parents fail to set adequate limits on how much attention their 

children can expect. 
c. In many families you find a child or children who can’t seem to get 

enough attention. 
2. Families need a powerful stabilizing force at the center and the only ones 

qualified to do that are parents.  
a. The job is to define, organize, lead, nurture and sustain the family  
b. Children are like planets….? 

3. Husband and wife are the primary adult roles in the family 
a. Mother/Father and breadwinner are secondary roles 
b. In many families husbands and wives have lost touch with their primary 

commitment. 
c. The problem is easier to fix than to live with. 

 
Characteristics of a Child-Centered Home 

! No Consequences: child does wrong with no punishment 

! Manipulation:  child reacts in anger, clams up or cries to get what he wants 

! Selfishness:  always gets what she wants 

! Demanding:  insists things are done his way 

! Responsibilities:  all parents, none for the child 

! Communication:  child tells parents what to do or what is okay 

! Never Offended:  parents do all they can to not offend their child 

But, my children are my 
life…It’s not like I don’t 
have my own wants and 
dreams anymore…it’s just 
the kids come first.



The Goal of Family Relationships 
1 Corinthians 7:13, 16 – And a woman who has a husband who does not 
believe, if he is willing to live with her, lter her not divorce him… For how do 
you know, O wife, whether you will save your husband?  Or how do you know, 
O husband, whether you will save your wife?  

1 Peter 3:1 – Likewise you wives, be submissive to your own husbands, that 
even if some do not obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by the 
conduct of their wives. 

Ephesians 6:4 – And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but 
bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.   

Proverbs 23:13-14 – Do not hold back discipline from the child, although you 
strike him with the rod, he will not die.  You shall strike him with the rod and 
rescue his soul from Sheol.   

3 John 3-4 – For I rejoiced greatly when brethren came and testified of the 
truth that is in you, just as you walk in the truth.  I have no greater joy than to 
hear that my children walk in truth.   

 

 

 

  



Questions 

1. What are some of the hazards with the idea that our children should always “come 
first”? 

 

 

2. Do you believe it’s possible to give our children too much attention?  Provide some 
practical examples that would illustrate this point. 

 

 

3. How can we help our children see the difference between their needs and their 
wants?   

 

 

4. While we often think of quality time as something we give to our children, please 
develop a list of things that you and your spouse can do to create “quality time”.  Be 
specific please. 

 

 

5. Describe how working to have a “parent centered” family might be accomplished. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Family Role Relationships 
 
A.  Family Authority Structures 

1. What is the precursor relationship to the parent-child relationship (Gen 1:27-29; 2:15-17)?   
Are children a beneficial addition to a marriage relationship (Prov 30:16b, Ps 127:3-5)?  Are 
alternative family structures equally good (Dt 23:2; Heb 12:8; Jas 1:27)? 

 
2. What family authority role began at the creation (Gen 2:20; I Tim 2:12,13; I Cor 11:3,8,9)?  

What additional authority relationship is also begun (I Tim 2:15; I Tim 5:14)?  Are these 
interrelated (see, for example, I Tim 3:4)?  How do the husband-wife and parent-child 
relationships affect one another? 

 
3. What headship responsibilities flow from the authority structures described above? (see, for 

example, Eph 5:24,25,33);  Does this kind of leadership apply to parental responsibilities 
(Eph 6:4; Col 3:21) 

 
4. What does the Bible say about a reversal or corruption of that order (Is 3:3-12)? 
 

B.  Responsibilities of Children to Parents 

1. Based on I Cor 11:3, to whom was Jesus (God, the son) subject?  How was this subjection 
expressed  (Heb 10:7 (from Ps 40:8);  Jno 5:19,30; Jno 14:21)? 

2. What commands are given to children in both the Old & New Testaments? 
• Prov 23:22;  30:17;  20:20 
• Matt 15:4 (and Ex 20:12, Lev 20:9)  
• Eph 6:1-3; Col 3:20 

3. What assumption lies behind these commands to children to listen to, obey, and respect 
their parents?     Is it typical that children will take on the character and beliefs of their 
parents?  (II Tim 1:5; and see Jno 8:39b, 42, 44) 
 

C. The Bible Pattern of Fatherhood 
 

1. Jesus said God, the Father guided His works (Jno 5:19,30), and that His children should be 
like Him (Jno 8:42).  Should men follow God’s pattern of Fatherhood (see Mt 23:9)? 

 
Note these characteristics of God.  Consider how an earthly father should imitate each one. 
 

 Matt 5:48 – perfect, as your heavenly Father  

 I Pet 1:16; Jas 1:13 – holy, does not tempt  

 Rom 9:14 – no unrighteousness 

 Jas 1:17b –  no shadow, or variation 

 Num 23:19; Titus 1:2 – no lies or vacillation 

 Rom 3:3,4 –True, when every man a liar 

 Rom 11:22 – goodness & severity 

 I Pet 1:17 –  judges each man without partiality 



 Heb 12:7 – chastens us for our profit 

 Matt 10:29,30 – sees & knows all 

 Rom 11:33 – deep wisdom & knowledge 

 Matt 6:8,32 – knows our needs 

 Jas 1:17a; Matt 7:11 – good gifts when asked 

 Jer 31:8,9 – leads, protects from stumbling 

 Deut 1:31 – bears his son through trouble 

 Matt 5:45 – generous to all:  blesses just & unjust 

 Ps 103:13; Lk 6:36; Ps 145:8,9 – pities; merciful; gracious, compassionate, slow to anger, kind 

 Hos 11:1-4 – draws unfaithful back with love 

 Jas 3:17 – pure, peaceable, easy to entreat… 

 II Cor 1:3, 4;  II Thes 2:16 – “God of all mercies & comfort;”  gives us comfort & hope 

 I Jno 3:1; 4:9-10 – Loved enough to adopt, call us children, sent Son 

 Rom 5:8 – Loved enough to have Christ die for us 

 Rom 8:15, 16 – not a bondage/fear relationship, but “abba-father” closeness 

 Mark 14:36 – can do all things [strong, able] 

 Eph 4:6 – above all, through all, in all 

 Rom 8:31 – If He is for us, who is against us? 

 
 
3. How does Paul describe his “fatherly” behavior among the Thessalonians (I Thes 

2:11)?  Does this match the typical “tough-guy” Dad image?  Note the meaning of 
each word. 

 
4. What specific commands are given to godly fathers? 

• Eph 6:4 

• Col 3:21 

• Heb 12:7,10; Prov 13:24 

• Deut 6:6-9; 20ff 

• Prov 1:8 (and see 22:6) 

 
 
       D. The Pattern of Motherhood 
 

1. How is the role and character of mothers used to teach Bible principles? 

• Is 66:13 



• Ps 131:2 

• Is 49:14-16 

• Jer 31:15 

• Rom 16:13 

• Mat 23:37 

• Gal 4:26, 27 

• I Thess 2:7-9 

 
2. What are the Bible’s instructions and examples for godly mothers. 

• Prov 31:15, 21,27,28 

• I Tim 2:15 

• Tit 2:4,5  

• I Tim 5:14-16 

 

3. Are mothers also to teach God’s truth to their children? 

• Prov 1:8; 6:20; 30:17; 31:1  

• II Tim 1:5 

 
  



"THE CHRISTIAN HOME AND FAMILY" 

The Duties Of Parents 

 

INTRODUCTION 

1. Marriage as a sacred institution joins together a man and a woman... 

   a. As husband and wife in holy matrimony 

   b. Each with their God-given duties to one another 

2. The duties of husbands, who are commanded to... 

   a. Love their wives 

   b. Respect their wives 

   c. Support their wives 

3. The duties of wives, who are commanded to... 

   a. Submit to their husbands 

   b. Love their husbands 

   c. Manage the home 

God’s purpose for marriage is to create families in which children have the benefit of parents who 
provide the best upbringing possible.  For this to occur, parents must fulfill their duties... 

 

I. THE DUTIES OF FATHERS 

   A. PROVIDE LIFE’S NECESSITIES... 

      1. Parents ought to provide for their children - 2Co 12:14 

      2. A man who fails to do so for his family is worse than an infidel - 1Ti 5:8 

 

   B. DO NOT PROVOKE CHILDREN TO WRATH... 

      1. This admonition found twice in the Scriptures - Ep 6:4; Col 3:21 

      2. By unreasonable commands; by needless severity; by the manifestation of anger - Barnes 



      3. Lest by your continually finding fault with them, they should lose all courage, and despair of ever 
pleasing you - ibid. 

 

   C. PROVIDE SPIRITUAL TRAINING... 

      1. In the training (discipline, ESV) and admonition (instruction, ESV) of the Lord - Ep 6:4 

      2. Training by way of instruction - e.g., Deut 6:6-7; 32:46; Ps 78:4-6 

         a. Note that the Word must first be in the father’s heart 

         b. Then the father can lead his family like Joshua led his family - cf. Jos 24:14-15 

      3. Training by way of example - considering the following:  When the father is an active believer, there is 
about a seventy-five percent likelihood that the children will also become active believers. But if only the 
mother is a believer, this likelihood is dramatically reduced to fifteen percent. – Keith Meyering, 
Discipleship Journal, #49, p.41 

 

   D. PROVIDE LOVING DISCIPLINE... 

      1. Even as our heavenly Father disciplines His children – He 12:6-10 

      2. Even though it may be unpleasant at times - He 12:11; cf. Pr 13:24 

 

II. THE DUTIES OF MOTHERS 

   A. LOVE THEIR CHILDREN... 

      1. As older women were to admonish younger women - Tit 2:4 

      2. For sin can lead to a lack of proper affection - Ro 1:31 

      3. Tragically, more than 200 women kill their children in the United States each year - American 
Anthropological Association 

 

   B. MANAGE THEIR HOUSEHOLDS... 

      1. A primary responsibility of the wife and mother - Tit 2:5; 1Ti 5:14 

      2. An important quality of the virtuous woman - Pr 31:10-31 

 



The most creative job in the world involves fashion, decorating, recreation, education, transportation, 
psychology, romance, cuisine, literature, art, economics, government, pediatrics, geriatrics, 
entertainment, maintenance, purchasing, law, religion, energy and management. Anyone who can 
handle all those has to be somebody special. She is. She’s a homemaker.  

- Richard Kerr quoted in Homemade, Feb. 1989 

    

C. PROVIDE SPIRITUAL TRAINING... 

      1. Especially when male leadership is lacking 

      2. As seen in the case of Timothy 

         a. His mother was a Jew, his father a Greek - Ac 16:1 

         b. Perhaps contributing to Timothy not being circumcised - cf.  Ac 16:3 

         c. But Timothy had become a disciple, well spoken of - Ac 16:2 

         d. His faith positively influenced by his grandmother and mother - cf.  2Ti 1:5 

      3. Too often, fathers neglect spiritual training, leaving mothers to pick up the slack 

CONCLUSION 

1. Blessed are the homes in which... 

   a. Fathers fulfill their duties as Christian men 

   b. Mothers fulfill their duties as Christian women 

2. No home is perfect, and as fathers and mothers we often fall short... 

   a. But with God’s grace and mercy, let us do the best we can 

   b. Let us give our children the guidance that they may succeed where we have failed 

Seven Ways To Impact Your Child’s Faith 
1. Model a growing and personal faith. [If they don’t see it, they won’t catch it.] 
2. Include faith in normal conversations. 
3. Be well-rounded. [Don’t compartmentalize your faith.] 
4. Be authentic. 
5. Serve together 
6. Pray for your children and with them. 
7. Learn and communicate love in their language. 

                                -- The Relaxed Parent by Tim Smith 


